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NOTES AND NEWS 



The following account by Professor Edouard Perrier, of the Museum 
d'Histoire Naturelle, of portions of a skeleton recently discovered in 
southern France in strata of the middle Pleistocene period is of excep- 
tional interest : " The skull is that of a man of extremely low type, an 
ape-man, or perhaps of a man-ape of greater cranial capacity than any at 
present known. This great cerebral development leads M. Perrier to 
consider it, on the whole, a human skull. But the very thick, low cranial 
dome, the flattened forehead and pronounced orbital ridges, the broad nose 
separated from the forehead by a deep furrow, and the much elongated 
snout-like maxillaries combine to give the skull a marked gorilla-like 
seeming. The brain cavity, however, is, as already said, very much larger 
than that of the gorilla or any other present-day anthropoid. The limb 
bones are curved and present a conformation which indicates that this 
Pleistocene man walked more often on all-fours than in an erect position. 
The bones seem to be fairly intermediate between those of a man and 
those of the present-day anthropoids. Altogether Professor Perrier (whose 
scientific standing gives his opinions in the matter high authority) believes 
that he has in his hands — the specimens have been purchased by the 
museum — remains much more ancient than those of Neanderthal or Spy, 
and actually representing a type intermediate between Pithecanthropus 
and present man." 
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At the recent meeting of the Southern Society for Philosophy and 
Psychology, held at the Johns Hopkins University, December 30-31, 1908, 
the following officers were elected for 1909 : President, Professor Lef evre, 
of the University of Virginia; Vice-president, Dr. Franz, of the Govern- 
ment Hospital for the Insane; Secretary-treasurer, Professor Buchner, 
of the Johns Hopkins University. To serve three years as members of 
the Council: Professor Messenger, of the Virginia State Normal School, 
and Professor Ogden, of the University of Tennessee. Other members 
of the Council are Dr. Harris, of Washington, D. C, President Purinton, 
of the West Virginia University, Professor Baldwin, of the Johns Hopkins 
University, and Principal Halleck, of Louisville, Ky. 

Professor Hugo Munsterberg has returned to Harvard University 
from a trip to Chicago, Toronto, and Ithaca, He spoke in Chicago before 
the Chicago Club on "Psychotherapy," before the Germanic Society on 
" Books and Beaders in Germany and America," and before the Commer- 
cial Club on "Psychology in Commerce and Industry." In Toronto he 
addressed the Canadian Club on "Right and Wrong in the Prohibition 
Movement." At Cornell University he spoke on " New Developments in 
the Psychological Laboratory " and " Psychology and Law." 

Professor Haeckel will resign his chair at the end of the winter 
semester in order to devote himself to his phylogenetic museum. As his 
successors at Jena, the faculty has proposed Professor Lang, of Zurich, 
Professor Kuckenthal, of Breslau, or Professor Platte, of Berlin. It is 
said that Professor Platte will be selected by the administration. 

The Clarendon Press is publishing in two volumes the papers read 
before the recent Congress for the History of Religions, held at Oxford. 
From the same press comes a low-priced reprint of Jowett's translation of 
Plato's "Republic." The volume contains the translator's introduction 
and the analysis which appears in the third edition. 

The Society for Philosophical Inquiry held a meeting at the George 
Washington University on Tuesday afternoon, January 12. The topic for 
discussion was " Music and its Relation to the other Arts and to General 
Culture." Professor George L. Raymond was speaker for the afternoon. 
Williams and Norgate are publishing a translation of the latest work 
of Professor Rudolf Eucken, who received recently the Nobel Prize for 
literature. The translation is entitled " The Life of the Spirit." 

Professor G. S. Brett, formerly of the Government College at Lahore, 
India, has been appointed lecturer in classical philosophy at Trinity 
College, Toronto. 

The date for the unveiling of the monument to Lamarck, in Paris, has 
been postponed until next May. It will occur just before the Darwin 
celebration. 

A reproduction of the first edition of the " Critique of Pure Reason," 
published by Hartknoch at Riga, in 1781, is announced. 

Mr. Asa Gifford, of Vale University, has been appointed instructor 
in philosophy at Bryn Mawr College. 



